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 A'mothier whose daughter was raped in
- Winois nursing home faces a grim reafi
.about, the grandchild she is now feft to
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Nursing ho

Premature baby
shows troubling signs
of mother's disability

BY LORI RACKL
Health Reporter

Cheryl Hale-Crom watched
heiplessly at her tiny granddaugh-
ter's muscles stiffened and
spasmed, The baby's big, brown
eyes locked onto something far
away, and tha let out a blood-cur-
dling scream.

Hale-Crom knew all too well
what was happening. The baby
was in the throes of a seizure,
Hale:.Crom had seen it before,
shortly aizer the birth of her own
twin daughters, Amy Jo and
Amanda.

“It's like you're living it all over
again, 24 yeara ialer,” said Hale.
Crom, bending down to reposition
her granddaughter's head as the
baby sat quistly in her Kick &

Play, “Every-
thing | went
through with
Amy and

Arenda, I'm go.
ing through with
her.

“l  shouidn’t
have t0," added
Haie-Cram, 49,
in a voice laced
with equal pens
sadness and
anger. “I didn't
ak for this.”

Becoming &
grandmother it a
milestons many
women  relish,
Bul most woman
don't become
grondmochers
the way Hale.

“I can deal with a
little sfow, a little
behind. But if she's

jolt the infant awake, somotimos
two or thres times a night. She
wonders how this child will fare af-
tar her mother spent the majority
of her pregnancy on snii-convul-
sants and withoul any pranatal
care,

“l just want her to grow up
healthy, but we're so uncertain
about ber prognosls,” Hale-Crom
sajd. “I can deal with a ilttle slow, &
little behind. But if she's 3ike hor
mem, she's going 1o have to go into
a home. It's not fair to me. It’s not
fair to my 1l6-year-old. [1s cer-
tainly not fair to this baby,”

Home fined ‘Insulting’ $10,000

Hale-Crom says she tried her
best to take care of har braln-dam-
aged twing, who requize consiant
care. Working full time as a clerk
st @ lgcal hospital left her ex-
hausted, It didn'c help that she
wes in a bad maerviage. After 3%
years, the challenges finally over-
whelmed her. She put her daugh-
ters in a_home for handicapped
children. Shortly before their t4th
biethdays,  she
moved them to
Alden Villege
Health Facility, &
109-bed nursing
home in Bloosy-
ingdale,

“I put my trust
in that home to
take care of my
chlldzen because 1
couldn't do it,"
Hale-Crom  said.
“Thet was 2 mis-
take.”

Authotities say
Amy Jo was
raped by a nyrsa's
aide at the Alden
facility in late
2004. Socn nfter,
she began thiow.
ing up frequently

. H d 34}
e o like her mom, she's U, ettine
foundl tall; H lender 5.foat-2.
wd gty QOIQtohavetogo i St

disabled daugh-
ler Amy Jo, 24,

into a home. it's not

cording to stale
Health  Dapart.

wae raped in her i Y ment documants.
Bloon’:ingdu]a fa_ir to me. It's rmt_ The documents
nussing home,  f3ir to my 15-ygar- ey suppost staft
where she shared Tt N had voiced suepi-
a room with her Ol It's certainly act clone "that _she
twin. t I - ralg. *  preg-
revuited T "B fair to this babv." nant — one e
premature  birth ployee  reported

last July of the
baby now living
with Hale-Crom
and her tesnage
deughter In their Rockford-area
homs, -

Hopaful for 3 healthy child

The baby, whom Hale-Crom
doesn't want named in the news.
paper, recently iurned 6 montbe
old. Hale-Crom's biggest fear [a
thet many of the same problems
that plague her twin daughtera —
the neizure disorder, the severe
mantal retardation and inability o
walk or care for themeolves — nlso
kurk in her grandchild.

It worrica her that the beby jin't
hitting certain  developmental
benchmarks, like being able to rall
ovaz or grip something in her smail
hands, She fears the selzures that

CHERYL HALE-CROM

seaing the baby
mova in Amy Jo's
abdomen in May
-— but health cars
workem chalkad up her eandltion
to conatipation snd feeding-tubs
problems.

The pregnancy wasn't con-
firmed until Amy Jo was seven
moniha along. Thet's when para-
medics took her Lo the hespital on
Juna 11, after the home reporled
complications with har feeding
tube. Neatly five weeks later, Amy
Jo dalivomdy tha baby by C-saction.

A Health Department investiga-
tion last year resulted In Alden be-
ing fined $10,000 for what bap.

ened to Amy Jo — an smount
Flale-Crom's tawyer calls “insult.
ing.*

“Thls family is going through
net just a single incldent but a

TR

Ades care far her & Id qr

e rape extends

dd The ba

Charyt Hale-Crom pr
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by's “fathar's a raplsk, and har mothar

BY LORI RACKL
Health Reporter

The ape of Amy Jo Hale should
have been reviewad by a team of
experts charged with studying sex-
usl @ssaulls and unexpected
deaths in linois nursing horaes
end recommending waya to pre-
vent similsr Lragadiss.

But the tenw didn't do sy
thing. The reason: Tha {eam does-
n't exist.

Nearly three years after Iliinole
lawmakers passed the Abuse Pre-
‘vention Review Team Act, nons of
the eight regionsl teams the law
called for has besn formed, The
law is 461 to expira in July.

"I'm puzeled why the ariginat
bill was passed, signed into taw
and nothing hes happened,” anid
state Sen. Susan Garrett {D-Lake
Forest), who sponsored the legisla-
tion in 2003. *I atill don't under-
sland what bas prevented the 1n-
nois Puhlic Heatth Departmant)
from pulting this into place,”

According 1o Health Depart-
ment officlals, the answer is
largely money. Deputy Director
Enrique Unanve put the price tag
for carrylng out the Jaw at nearly

*We only have s budgeted num-
bos of tespurces that are given to
us,” Unanue sald. “We've beey
warking vary hard to figure aut a
way in which we could suppord Ie.”

Wautd review possible negligence

An advocato for nursing home
residents sccused the department
of using monasy as a1 excuse to ig-
nore the Jaw.

It you don't went it to happen,
just make It sound axpensive,”
sald Wendy Meltzer of Tllinois Cit-
\zens for Better Care, Meltzer suid
the review teams likely wouldn't
<ost mote than §120,000 a year for
aupport staff, equipment and inci-
dentals.

The law called for the creation
of eight, 14.member tearmny made
up of reprasentativaa from a wide

Despite law, state never formed panels

tangs of disciplines, Including taw
enforcement, medicine, soclal
sarvices, the nursing kome indus.
Uy and resident advocates, Mern-
bers are appointed to unpaid, two.
year tarma.

‘The teams, vsch assigned to dif
ferent areas of the stata, ars sup-
posed to review & variety of
racords related to confirmed caset
of sexual assaults In nuraing
homnex as well a3 deaths that might
have stammed from poor care. The
Ides is to figure out why somathing
bad heppened and to auggest ways
tha state might prevent siwilar in-
cidents in tha future.

Advocate sees same problems

Public bealth officiale say sach
YeAT, Oh average, there ara 18
valid complaints of sexusl sbuse
or asaaglt in Nineis nursing
hores, They can't say how many
denths would be reviewsd by tha
tenmy hecause no one tracks thoaz
numbers,

The tosms aran’t toeant to du.

nightmara that's never ending,”
Chicogo attomey Ed Fox said. *A
fine like that is nothing.”

Officials with Alden Manage.

-menl Services of Chicage, which

runs several nursing hormesx (n 1l-

Tois, are appesling the state’s deci-
slon, An Ar

clined to comment, citing pending
iitigatlon. Hale-Croma s sulng the
facility, 2 well us Amy Jo's nurg-
ing-home physician and Reynaldoe

den apokeawoman de-

Brucal Jr,, the 1B-year-old aceuned
of raping her.

Brucnn*. who had no prior crimi-
nal vecord and had worked at
Alden since September 2004, was
charged with sggravated criminal
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doesn't even know who she is,” Hale-Crom sald.

CHARD A CHAPMAMMSUR-TIMES.

to study abuse records

plicate investigations that alrendy
take place by pulice and public
health workers.

“You keep seeing the same stuff
ovar snd over again and nobody
addresses it systemiealiy,”
Meltsar aid, “We need to prevent
thess really tersible things from
happening instead of just fining
people after the fact.”

New bill llmits access

Frustrated the law hasn't been
cortied out, Garretl last month
propoged new fegislation that saya
nusing home fines covid be used
ta pay for the review teams. Her
bill, like severs! others recently
introduced, alze doss away with
tha “sunset clause” that wipes the
ariginal law [rom the hooks in 2
few montha.

“I'm sura there are eome special
interests whe would love to see
this go away, but.it's not going to,”
Garrelt said.

Terry Sullivan, director of the
nursing home tzede group Tilinois

Councll en Long Term Care, said
the industry doesn't oppsse the
concept of teams reviewing sex
crimes and suspicious deaths.

. "We see it as quality assurance,
an how we can do n better job,” he
1aid, “In that sense, wa're all for

But Sullivan said It makes more
sanee to have one stetowids team
instead of multiple groups — a
proposal belng put forth in an-
other recently introduced bill by
state Sen. Christine Radagne (R.
La Grange}.

That bill, which hne the back-
ing of public health officials but
not Meltzer's group, lmila the
typex of documerin the depart.
ment would have to provide to the
lpama,

It also seta narrower parametera
for which incldents could be re-
viewed, basically restricting the
teams to cages that resulted in 2
atate Health Department viola-
tion.

Iracki@euntimes.com

sexual assault after tests matched
his DNA 1o the baby. The
Schaumbuzg tesn has pleaded not
uilly and ia baing held in the Du.
sge County Jai.
ﬂis mother, Evelyn Brueal,

commented briefly when reached
by phone at her Schaumburg
heme, Brucal conflrmed that she
used to work at the Alden facility
and that her husband stili does
part time. She paid she wae

Reynaldo Brucal Jr.
18-yearold’'s DNA matched to baby

“shocked” when her son wan ae.
Tested,

“My son is not bad,” ehe 2aid
softly. "I don't have any problems
with my childrer. [ cannot believe
this.”

Diabelief in what Hale-Crom felt
when Alden Village's administra-
tor called with the news that har
wheslcheir-bound daughter, whe
hae the mentsl functioning of a 7-
month-old, wes pragnant.

~1 started screaming,” Hale-
Crom racalied.

She now wishes ahe had sisited
her twina at the home more often,
wishes she would have known
aboul the pregnancy sooner «=
when there wak atlil time to end it.

As time goes on, her withes take
a hack seat to wotries. Day care for
the baby coate money, something
that's in short pupply when rent
cats up neetly half of Hale-Crom's
$1,15¢ monthly take-home pay.
Debi drove the single mom ta fila
for bankruplcy iasst year. She
slesps In an ovem.uffﬂ'f armehair
fn her small Jiving room. Her old
bedreom became the nursory.

One of Hele-Crom’s biggest war-
Hes ien't financial at sll. it's emo-
tional, She wonders how she'll ba
abls to explaln this to her grand-
daughter one day.

']Flar father's a rapist, and her
mother doesn’t aven know who sha
is," Hale-Crom sald. “I look at her
and I think, ‘How will I be abls to
tell her that? *

'She has no ldea that’s her chilg’

Hale:Crom haa taken tha baby to
visit Amy Jo [n her new numing
hame, where the kives with her afs-
ler Amande. She says both twins
are doing well in their new sur-
roundings. They're off their feedicg
tubes. While neither can commura-
cate, they'te alart. Amy Jo Hkes to
bounce to the beat of the country-
western CDs Hale-Crom brings her.

On & recent visit, Hale-Crom
placed the baby on Amy Jo's tap
and put her daughter’s arm around
the infant.

“8he teok her arm down,” Hale-
Crov gald. “She haa no idea that's
her child.”

Hale-Crom enapped a photo-
graph of the two anyway.

“I want ta have pletutes to sthew
har someday,” Hale-Crom ssid,
brushing the baby's black heir
with her fingere. "I want her 1o see
whe her molher wae,”

fracki@suntimes.com

Armed drivers
more prone fo
road rage: study

Higher percentage of
those with guns admit
aggressive driving

BY FRANK MATH
Crime Reporter

Americans with guns in their
cprs are more likely to engege in
“road rage" than unarm riv-
ere, according to a new study
funded hy the Chicago-based
Jovce Foundatjon,

The Harvard School of Publie:

Health surveyed more then 2400
peopls who wete soked il they
catried a gun in their veblcle at
{east once in the laat year.

About 23 percent of those who
said “yes” admitted to making
obicens gestures white driving —
compared with about 16 pazcent
of those who claimed they hever
pack a weapon, the aludy said.

The survey also found 14 per-
cent of those »ith frearms said
they “aggressively foltowad®
cther motoriats, va, 8 percent of
those without guns.

Fightar restrictlons favored

The suthors, David Hemen-
way, Mar Vriniotie and
Matthew Miller, acknowledgad
their survey did not eak whether
2 gun was in the ¢ar at the time
the rosd rage incident happened.

“Despite these limilations, our
findings indlcate that ths same
type of individusle who cause
moat of the road deaths in the
United States — young males,
garticulnrl those who amoks,

inge drnk and have been ar-

rested for non-traffic violations
— are most likely 1o engsge in
rude and boatile behaviars on the
nation's roads,” the suthars sald.
“Road rage may be most danger-
ous when an enraged motorist
has immedlate acceas to a lathal
weapon, ruch a1 a gun.”

Vriniotia tald the journal New
Scientist that “in the interesta of
injury and violence prevention, it
probably makes more sense to
tighten rather than relax restric-
tions on gunh carrying in moter
vehicles.”

2 women among accused

John Loti. a controversial ins.
mer University of Chicago econo-
mist and author of More Unns,
Less Crime, scoffed at the study
on his YWeb site. Lolt criticized
the survey for not asking if the
guns wera In the cars legally or ii-
{egally.

“Pereit holders tend 1o be ex-
tremaly law-abiding.” he said.

Lott alio gleefuily noted that
{ibevals are apparertly much
taore flkely to engage in 1oad rage
than conservalives, according to
the study.

A review of 10 Chicaga Sun.
Times atories about road-rage in-
cidents over the lust flve year
showsd iwa men were fatally
shot, two men wete wounded in
shaotings, one man wan stabbed
to death, one man was wounded
in a stabbing, two men ware
beaten snd nne woman was
splashed with coffea.

Twa alleged offenders were
women, intluding Kendra Davie,
wife of a New Yoik Hnicks
player. She wan arrested Thurs-
day in the Oct. 27 coffee incident
in Naperville,




