Harsh
Light

Deteciive caught
in O.J. spotlight

BY JIM CROCAN

TARTING THIS FALL, LAFD DETECTIVE
Mark Fubiesman can expect to lug same
hemy court-appearanc: tiee. Fuhr-
man was thrust into the aational 3pot-
tigh: as the officer who discovered

the bloodr glove at O, Simason’s hame;
subsequert reposts in The Mew Yorker andd

Newsuzeh cuoted unnamed mzmbers of the -

defense icam as speculating dat Fubhoman

might have “planted” the crucial evidence. -

1t wens out thisisnot the Eesttime Fube-
wan’s conduct at a crime scenc has been
called into question,

Fubrman is a defendant in an upcon-
ing retial of a civil suit agaiast the City of
~.os Angeles. The it atlleges assault and
Sautecy on the part of Fuhriman and wirce
ather LAPD officess o the 1987 shocting
of Joseph Brivon, an African-amedican. Brit-
on was shot cepreatedly by Fuhrmau and

another «iticer duing his arrest following |

a hungled rohbery attempt at an autcnat-
ic-teller machine outside a West LA, bank.

In Britton’s first trial lase Octaber, jurors
vuled in {avor of the city on several isaes,
but deadlucked over (he question of exces

sive force. (n December, 2 judge de-
clared 4 mistriai on #l covnds.

“Che dale for a sceond twial will be
set Lhis Septeraber, the same tinte the
Simpson tiial is scheduled to get vn-
dee way. Briccon aworneys Ed Foxand
Robert Deutsch say they will fotus
closely on allegations that Frehrman
tired 10 rounds ¢ ineic clientwben he
was wnarmed, already wounded aad
falling dosw. They fuecher allege that
Fuhniman dien placted a knite aear
the fect of the prone suspect & justity
the shootieg.

Fuheman has vehemently denicd
the charge. saying he believed, “The
sazpect was in factavemptiag to shoot
cfficer [James] Aiken {another offi-
oo at te icene].”

Deutsch disputes that veesion of
everns. “Britton hail aleeady surrea-
dered wo uilicer Aiken, who was in
front of him about 30 feet awzy” when
the shiooing 1ok place, Deutsch says.
“He was auempliag o follow Alken™s
commands; who was also yetling, “Don’t
move, doa’t move. Why did you run, you
stupid-ass ngger?'”

Dewsch says Aiken suddenly fiecd two
rounds at Britton, wha, he says, was sad-
ing in plan sight, with his hands up i the
2ic. Fuheman, whom Briuga did not sec,
was standing off t0 the plintlf's right
about 10 to 15 feee Fuheman then fired 2
otad of 10rounds intwo volleys. He shotuniil
ordered to stop by LAPD Sargeant Jantes
Wakelicld, now retved figm the focce.

Dewisch says the two sides finally agreed
that Beitton haet been hic Give times during
the fusitlzde. ' ‘

Both fuiwman and Aiken testified they
fired at Britton because they hought e was
reaching for a gun. However, the only

weapon Dritton carried thut aight vas a
arge buechee kaife, which hie says he threw
away whil: ruaning from dw officers. That
sacme knife ended ap on Qe ground by
Britton’s teet. :

PBritton testificd thatafier he was hitand
down, he was appriached by officers, who
later proved to he Fuhemaw and office: Ber-
nard Funck. Oue of the oificers, he claims,
put a knee into his pack, haudenffec him
and then asked; “Why don't you go uhead
and die and save us the papzrwork?”

Britten also says he Lieard the officer
walk away and “stact kicking around in the
Bushes, fike he viaslooking for something.”
Although Fuhrman did natvetuea culls for
comment, he tesufied that e handcufted
Britsou, but did nct put his footin Britton’s

LAPD detective Mark Fuhemac in saurt

back or ask him (o dic.

Fuhrman also testifted had
when Britoo was recured, "We
were looking for the weupon.”
Fuliwman stated he wasn't sure
whether he found i or soncone
else did, bue he denied retrieving
it "I was lying on the grouct d¢i-
taetly: bebiod whers Me Drivon
wis sanding,” Fulvasan stated
wnder oata.

The Cthcer-favoled Shoot
Lig (OIS} tcant from Raubbery
Homicide Divisica did not ques-
don any of the officers abow the
veapon, However, 'n a contiden-
tiab QS repurt alitained theaugh
fegat biscovery, the LAPD wooke,
*& visual ¢heck by Ofc. Fuak of
heareasurroundivg the suspect’s
beation mvealed a lage bacher
kaite laying an the geound adjacent w Brit-
ton's feet.”

Frua conclusion was contradicted by
Funck, wio wstified he did a visual chreck
around the body bae did nat sec any zuite.
“I remember someone saying dicre was 4
weapon (own, butl doa'tremember which
officer said it or where he wes staading,” e
stated. Funck abso saie the firse time he saw
the kaife, “Onc of the officers was hwldiog
it, but 1 con't remeavher which one.”

Noae af die offtcers involved ia this
shooting wis disciplined. However, Fulw-
man was s isequently crdcized by the LAPO
for “firicg fram an awkward positdon and
Giring » s¢ccond rouad without secing the
suspect ... an action which could have con-
stituced 2 genuine sk to public safery." [T
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